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SCIENTIFIC STUDIES AND GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION DEFEND PROPER USE OF PESTICIDES 

There is mounting scientific evidence...revealed in recent reports of studies and investi-_ 
gations...which gives increasing support to the safety of pesticides when properly applied, 
and discounts conclusions, based on Rachel Carson's book, "Silent Spring''...that any use 
of pesticides poses a grave threat to all animal life. io 


Senator Everett Dirksen of Illinois, in a recent Senate speech, said there is an anti- 
pesticide campaign "which began with the publication of the book'',,.and which "has done a 
lot of damage and will do a lot more if it is continued.'' He said much of the problem re- 
volves around the fact that ''Miss Carson was eloquent, moving and undoubtedly sincere, but 
these qualities are not necessarily synonyms for accuracy,'! 


Another part of the problem, he said, stems from the continuing statements...many from gov- 
ernment agencies...blaming pesticides, by inference, for wildlife deaths in which the real 

cause cannot be determined. He said the ''Fish and Wildlife Service...and a segment of the 

Public Health Service persist in issuing scare reports about pesticides which are mislead- 

ing,'' and he said such reports are "ignoring scientific evidence," 


Congressman Jamie Whitten of Mississippi (who spoke to the 1964 Annual Meeting of the Coun- 
cil Board of Governors) has had a long-time interest in the pesticide problem. At his re- 
quest, the staff of the House Appropriations Committee conducted a detailed study of the 
problem, Staff members "interviewed over 185 outstanding scientists and 23 physicians!'! in 
preparing the report. 


Recently issued, the report made three fundamental findings...(1) "that no injury to human 
beings had been found from pesticides properly used"',..(2) "that the accumulation of pesti- 
cide residues in animal fat apparently poses no health hazard, either to wildlife or human 
beings''...and (3) "that modern agricultural production is impossible without pesticides." 


As one result of this study...plus his personal investigations...Mr. Whitten has written a 
book entitled, ''That We May Live.'' The book will be released in the spring and-it will 
"give the other side'' and will make "'the plea that we restore some sanity to our actions 
in the pesticide control field." 


Mr. Whitten added that one of the effects of the campaign against pesticides has been a 
reluctance on the part of chemical manufacturers to engage in new research because of the 
"increasing difficulty of getting official approval and acceptance!’ for new materials. 

As one manufacturer said, ''Companies are forced to take a harder look before they invest 
five to seven years and several million dollars in developing a new product,.!! 


Senator James Pearson of Kansas, speaking to the National Grange this month, joined the 
defense of the proper use of pesticides. He said a study by the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion "shows that the amounts of pesticide residues in the food of America's tables are 
insignificant from the standpoint of health,!"! 


All three of the lawmakers were critical of what Senator Dirksen called the "big scare 
technique''...particularly by government agencies...accusing pesticides of endangering wild- 
life and people in spite of scientific evidence to the contrary, under proper use. 


Senator Dirksen went on to say that ''some state conservation agencies and conservation or- 
ganizations have followed the lead of "Silent Spring''...the Fish and Wildlife Service... 

and the Public Health Service...and are likely to blame any decrease in fish and wildlife 
on pesticides''...despite the ''almost overwhelming evidence that both wildlife and fish are 
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PES" DES... (continued) ...MAINTENANCE OF ''ZERO!! TOLERANCES ARE CRITICi ZED 

Advancing science has caused another problem...this time in the enforcement of some. of 
the regulations surrounding the amount of pesticide residue that will be "tolerated! in 
some of our foods. The Food and Drug Administration has decreed that in certain foods... 
such as milk...the tolerance will be ''zero,"! 


Mr. Whitten points out that 'zero tolerance!! means ''no detectable pesticide residues"! will 
be permitted. At the time the regulations were issued, he continues, tests available may 
have shown no detectable residues...but "new testing methods were found and, using these, 
residues were detected where none could be found before.!! 


"As time went on, it developed that virtually no commodity could pass the zero tolerance 
test. By new testing devices almost everything contained traceable residues.'! 


On this same theme...Senator Pearson said another "recent National Academy of Science re- 
port finds that the concept of zero-residue is intolerable in view of the consistent im- 
provements made in detecting minute amounts of residue." 


‘ 


The pesticide residues committee of the National Academy...in recognition of these advances 
in testing procedures...and considering its own determinations that there were ''!no hazards! 
to the public if the materials were "used as prescribed'',,.recommended that the Food and 
Drug Administration replace zero tolerances with tolerances to "be arrived at on the basis 
of safety factors.!! 


r Pearson then said, "My first concern is for safety. What I urge is a Practical, 
asonable, balanced, and scientific approach to the pesticide residue problem,'! 


NCIL_ RADIO SERIES WINS NATIONAL AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE . 
radio INSIGHT series has become the second Council project to win a national award for 
excellence. The Council motion picture, HORIZON, was honored with an award at the Columbus, 
Ohio, film festival shortly after its introduction. 


The citation reads..."'To the Council of California Growers for imaginative historical radio 


series ''INSIGHT' which by telling the story of agriculture makes a fresh approach to the 
telling of the story of the state." 


Mr. Wall concludes his letter of notification with...''Congratulations for the exceptional 
work you are doing in your field,!! 


The series has been heard on mere than 30 stations in California for a 39-week period. It 
now is being scheduled on a new group of stations for a like period of time. 


DELANO CHURCHES...OTHER CITIZENS...WRITE OBJECTIONS TO OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE 

Ministers...and members...of Delano's Protestant churches have expressed their concern over 
the involvement of outside forces in Delano affairs. Members of the Delano Ministerial As- 
ociation released a resolution...expressing their belief that churchmen should be more con- 
cerned with the spiritual needs of people and less with efforts to Organize them into 
unions...and saying that the associaticn 'looks with disfavor on any non-resident church or 
clergy'' who participates in demonstrations or “interference in the farm labor situation,!! 


Now the association has reaffirmed this stand...local citizens, including many farm work- 
ers, have collected the facts about the so-called strike...and are mailing this fact sheet 
to interested people. 


We have asked for a supply of these fact sheets. If you would like some for yourself, or 
friends, write to the Council office. Please indicate the number you need, 


ERS - NEWSLETTER 


00 per yeor 


